
 

 

WEEK #8 

BUNKER PLAY 

You have 3 options to play a ball out of the bunker. 

1. Play the ball as it lies. Count each swing as 1 stroke 

2. If you feel that the ball is in an unplayable location (ie under the lip), you 

may move it 2 club-lengths and drop the ball from knee height, within the 

bunker, no closer to the hole. This option will incur a 1 stroke penalty. 

3. You may also move your ball outside of the bunker, using the “back-on-the-

line” - which is, along the path that your ball took when you last hit it 

(whether from the tee, fairway, rough or another bunker).  This option will 

incur a 2 stroke penalty. 

If the ball is in a pool of water (either from rain or irrigation), you may “place” 

your ball to the nearest dry area still inside the bunker. There is no penalty 

associated with this. 

DO’s and DON’Ts WHILE IN BUNKER 

Tips for what you can or cannot do while in the bunker include: 

o You may remove loose impediments (ie. Stones, leaves) as long as you do 

not cause your ball to move while doing so. (If your ball moves, it will be a 1 

stroke penalty) 

o You may use your hand or club to assist you climbing in/out of the bunker 

o You may shuffle your feet to give yourself stability to play your shot 

o You may not use your hand or club to test the condition of the sand 

o You may not touch the sand with your club during a practice swing, or while 

addressing your ball prior to taking your shot, or during a backswing.  

Touching the sand while doing so will incur a 2 stroke penalty. 

o You may lay down a rake, or extra clubs that you don’t need onto the sand 

while you take your shot. 
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